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LaSalle-Peru Township High School Board of Education

Learn...Grow...Lead...Excellence is Our Standard!

The LPHS Marching Band and Color Guard 
empire is expanding. The School Board on 
Wednesday night approved the creation of a 
Winter Guard with Kelsey Conrad as volunteer 
Winter Color Guard instructor.
Winter Guard basically is Color Guard’s win-

ter season, which features the guard performing 
4-minute indoor productions, usually on a tarp-
covered basketball court, to pre-recorded mu-
sic, explained LP Band Director Kyle Adelmann.
“If our color guard gets established and gets 

really, really strong it will only help our marching band,” Adelmann said.
The new LP Winter Guard will perform on the Midwest Color Guard Cir-

cuit, and Adelmann expects they will perform in 4-5 competitions in the 
fi rst year. As LP will have the fi rst program of this sort in our conference, 
the Winter Guard competitions will primarily take place in the Chicago-
land suburbs, he said.
Adelmann expects 25-50 students will join the team this year. The cost 

for students is $70, which covers the cost of their uniform that they will 
keep at the end of the season.
Adelmann and the LP Band Parents Association has already raised 

enough funding to cover the initial costs of setting up the program.
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Winter Guard is Coming
The School Board approved a tax levy for 

the 2015-2016 School Year that will feature 
a slight increase. As the District’s equalized 
assessed valuation (EAV) – the assessed 
value of all taxable property in the district – 
is expected to decrease further, an increase 
is needed to maintain revenues and pre-
vent the District’s defi cit from growing. The 
tentative levy would result in an estimated 
tax rate of roughly $1.99 per $100 of EAV, 
which is about a 5-cent increase from the 
previous year. Despite this increase, the 
District maintains the 22nd lowest tax rate in 
LaSalle County.
“It creates a challenge for us especially 

when I look at comparable high schools,” 
Superintendent Steven Wrobleski said, 
noting that if LP had Ottawa High School’s 
higher tax rate LP would have an additional 
$2.2 million in revenue, which would elimi-
nate the defi cit the district is currently work-
ing to reduce.

The School Board also recognized Erik Milaicki, Sons of the American Revo-
lution Award winner, Brett Kowalczyk, Daughters of the American Revolution 
Award winner, Vinnie Mertes, who won a gold medal in the Special Olympics 
State Bowling Competition, and Special Olympics Coach Amy Goodman.
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